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One of the things that is destroying most marriages today is idolatry. There 

are any number of options when it comes to potential idols that can compete 

with your marriage, but one of the most deceptive idols is the unrestrained 

pursuit of self-fulfillment: “I must do whatever is necessary to be happy.”  

 

Now of course my desire is for all of you to be happily married. I am not 

here to diminish your happiness but to call you to superior joy that can only 

be found in obedience to God through a growing life of holiness; which may 

require some momentary unhappiness along the way; trials which God will 

use, even in marriage, to purify our hearts and therefore maximize our joy.  

 

The face of holiness is not a frown. True holiness is the joy of delighting in 

God and His generous grace and blessing unhindered without the guilt and 

shame of sin. That is what God is working toward in your life. He will use 

the conflicts in your marriage to show you the remaining sediment of sin in 

your heart so that He can do His purifying, sanctifying work in your life so 

that you can experience the joy increasingly becoming like Christ.  

 

So marriage is not ultimately about your momentary fulfillment, but about 

God’s glory which is the source of your joy. The way God is glorified (and 

therefore your joy is magnified) in your life and marriage is by shaping you 

increasingly into the image of Christ. The ultimate purpose of marriage is 

to glorify God by reflecting Christ (and His gospel) to one another.  

 

This is why, when Jesus calls us to the road of discipleship, it includes 

honoring God’s design for the covenant of marriage.  

 

Jesus’ call to discipleship includes honoring God’s design for the covenant of marriage. 

 

SETTING THE STAGE (vs. 2-4) 

 

Its important to note that the context in which Jesus talks about divorce in 

this passage involves the Pharisees testing Jesus (vs 2). They are seeking to 

ensnare Him or trap Him in this discussion of divorce. Let me give your 

some background that will help you appreciate how volatile this question 

was.  

 

There were two schools of thought among rabbis. The conservatives (called 

the Shammai) believed that the only thing that could justify a divorce was 

adultery. The liberals (called the Hillel) had a much more acceptable view of 

divorce and suggested that a man could divorce his wife on virtually any 

grounds that made him unhappy with her.  

 

This dispute focused around Moses’ words in Deut 24 where its says that 

when a man marries a wife, and it turns out that she loses favor in his eyes 

because he has found some indecency with her; should he divorce her and 

should she marry another man who then divorces her, she cannot return to 

her first husband because she has been defiled and that would be an 

abomination to the Lord.  

 

Both schools of thought assumed that divorce was permissible. When they 

asked Jesus, “is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife,” we know from 

Matthews account that where they were going with the question was, “is it 

lawful for a man to divorce his wife “for any and every reason” (Matt 19:3).  

 

So the liberals focused on the word some; “he has found some indecency in 

her.” They boasted that if in any way a wife brought shame upon her 

husband, even by ruining a meal or not being a beautiful as other women, he 

was free to divorce her. But the conservatives focused on the word 

indecency: “he has found some indecency in her.” This word indecency can 

mean shamefulness but most often carries the idea of nakedness. And so the 

conservative rabbis argued that what Moses had in mind was only sexual 

infidelity, adultery.  

 

So how would this controversy make Jesus particularly vulnerable? Well, the 

Herodians and the Pharisees had already been working together, discussing 

how they might destroy Jesus (Mark 3:6). John the Baptist had been 

beheaded because he had called out Herod on the matter of his unlawful 

remarriage. Perhaps they hoped they could lure Jesus into a similar trap.  

 



But Jesus answers their question with another question in vs. 3: “What did 

Moses command you?” Their answer in vs. 4 was to appeal to Deut 24—

“Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce and send her away.” 

This is a perfect example of abusing Scripture. They were making it imply 

what they wanted. But Moses never commanded them to divorce. He simply 

said, when it happens, here are some boundaries that must be observed; 

boundaries to minimize the potential damage.  

 

The problem is that the Pharisees were asking the wrong question. They are focusing on the 

letter of the law and asking how far they can depart from God’s purpose for marriage and still 

not break the law. Instead they should be focusing on the spirit of the law and asking, “what is 

God’s will for my marriage?” Not, “how can I get out of my marriage.”  

 

Deut 24 is not a proof-text for divorce but an attempt to limit its devastation 

and defilement.
1
 So why did Moses allow for divorce in the first place? Jesus 

takes us right to the heart of the issue… 

 

GETTING TO THE HEART OF JESUS’ TEACHING
2
 (vs. 3-12) 

 

[vs. 5-9] Jesus takes the Pharisees right back to Gen 1&2, to the foundation 

of God’s design for marriage. Let me summarize the thrust of this passage in 

3 statements: 1) Because of your hardness of heart, Moses gave you 

regulations regarding divorce. 2) But God’s intent was for marriage to be 

inseparable. 3) I have come to restore what God intended—to restore God’s 

order and design. Let’s break it down… 

 

1. Because of your hardness of heart Moses gave you regulations 

for divorce (vs. 5) 

 

The reason Moses needed to speak to the issue of divorce was not 

because it was something God originally designed an allowance for. 

Rather, because people’s hearts were hard, they were breaking their 

marriage covenants which made it necessary for Moses to set 

regulations upon what was prohibited after divorce.  
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2. God’s intent was for marriage to be inseparable (vs. 6-9) 

 

The core of Jesus teaching is not so much about divorce but about 

the permanence and glory of marriage as a product of God’s creative 

design.  In taking us back to creation (Genesis 1:27 & 2:24), Jesus 

restores a right view of marriage by clarifying God’s view of 

marriage. � Ezek 18  

 

God’s view of marriage:  

a. Marriage is a one-flesh union between a man and a woman 

[vs 6-8]  

Notice here that by God’s design, marriage is defined as a one-

flesh relationship between a man and a woman. Male was 

designed for female and female was designed for male.  And 

when a man and a woman come together in a one-flesh 

relationship, Jesus says they are no longer two but one (vs. 8).  

 

b. The one-flesh union of marriage is a result of God’s doing. 

(9a) 

 

Vs. 9: “what therefore God has joined together, let no man 

separate.”  What’s so remarkable about Jesus conclusion in vs. 9 

is that the marriage union is not ultimately sealed by the couple 

or even the officiant, but by God Himself. When a man and a 

woman come together in a one-flesh relationship, God considers 

and declares them to be one—a union bound by God.  

 

c. Therefore, no person has the authority to revoke God’s seal 

upon marriage. (9b) 

 

Vs 9: “what therefore God has joined together, let no man 

separate.” The Pharisees have asked if it is lawful for a man to 

divorce his wife. Jesus’ answer is clearly no. God never intended 

for marriage to be severed. This does not mean that people won’t 

unlawfully sever marriage because their hearts are hard and are 

unwilling to live with the cost of obedience to God in their 



marriages. But what we must realize is that divorce cannot not 

ultimately reverse the God-ordained union between a man and a 

woman.  

 

This is why Jesus went on to explain to the disciples in vs. 11-12 

that when a person divorces and then remarries, that person 

commits adultery against their former spouse. Why? Because 

even though there may be a legal certificate of divorce, a married 

couple is not only joined legally but have become one flesh—a 

God ordained union that no legal document can reverse.  

 

Jesus has totally pulled the rug out from under the Pharisees. 

They are arguing about how much freedom they have to divorce 

and Jesus in essence calls them to repentance for hardening their 

hearts to the point of divorce. Instead of getting pulled into the 

divorce debate, Jesus goes after the root of the problem—the 

hardness of our hearts.  

 

3. Jesus came to restore what God intended—to restore God’s 

rightful order and design.  

 

The good news is that Jesus did not come to just bow to men’s 

hardness of heart. He came to bring the kingdom of God; He came to 

restore God’s rightful order and design. He came to conquer our 

hardness of heart that leads us to abandon our covenant 

relationships.  Remember that the Gospel of Mark began with Jesus 

preaching the Kingdom of God, calling us to repent and believe the 

gospel. It will end with Jesus rebuking the disciples for their unbelief 

and hardness of heart and commissioning them to preach the good 

news of God’s salvation. The book climaxes in chapters 15 and 16 

with the crucifixion and resurrection. We need to keep Mark 10 

within this context.  

 

When Jesus addresses issues of marriage and divorce, He not only 

raises the standard back to God’s original intent,  He lays down His 

life for our covenant-breaking sin so that He can rescue us from our 

hardness of heart. I love how John Piper put it: “In essence, Jesus 

says, ‘You have heard it said, “You are permitted to divorce.” But I 

say to you, “I have come to conquer your hardness of heart.’”
3
 

 

TAKING THE WORD TO LIFE 

 

The implications of this teaching for:  

a. Those married or considering marriage 

 

Take ownership of God’s vision for your marriage. Just because you 

are married doesn’t mean this passage doesn’t apply to you. We all 

have some degree of hardness of heart that cripples our marriage. Let 

God reveal your hardness of heart through your marriage. The goal is 

not to just stay married; the goal is reflect the grace of God; to show 

how Christ is changing you; to make your marriage a portrait of 

gospel for you children and others to see.  

Let God use the hard moments and seasons in your marriage to 

sanctify you—to reveal your sinful, self-centeredness that God is 

seeking to rescue you from. Let your marriage become an 

opportunity for your family to see the gospel lived out in your 

marriage.  

 

b. Those considering divorce  

 

There are multitudes of reasons I could give you as to why divorce is 

not the best option. Like, now it will create long-term impact on your 

children or how it will fail in actually ending the relationship 

between you and your spouse.  But let me just give you three reasons 

to cross off the option of divorce.  

 

1. It is not God’s will for you. It’s not uncommon to hear a 

believer who is contemplating divorce say, “I have prayed about 

it and God has given me peace.” That “peace” is not from God. 

You don’t need to pray about whether it is right or wrong. You 

need to pray for the power and grace to be faithful to God in 

your marriage. Even if you go to Matt 19 and find an exception 
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for adultery, divorce is not God’s design. Don’t be like the 

Israelites in Ezek 18 by your actions and say, “the way of the 

Lord is not right” when God is pleading with you to turn from 

your hardness of heart; to repent and discover the power of the 

gospel that gives life, regardless of the circumstances that 

surround you.  

 

2. Beware of hardness in your heart. “Divorce stems from 

hardness of heart and can lead to greater hardness of heart.”
4
 I 

can understand how a person gets to the point where they just 

want relief from the stress of the marriage. Yet there is a 

remarkable danger of removing the pressure that God may be 

using to reveal the hardness in your heart. When the pressure is 

off, the same heart issues can go on less detected to our 

disadvantage. Don’t presume upon God’s forgiveness now while 

your heart is still hard and resisting God’s will. You can’t 

presume upon God’s forgiveness while you remain unrepentant 

toward God and toward your spouse. Of course just staying 

married doesn’t automatically take care of your heart either. You 

need godly council from the scriptures to help you deal with the 

deeper heart issues.  

 

Paul David Tripp: “We forget that God’s primary goal is not 

changing our situations and relationships so that we can be 

happy, but changing us through our situations and relationships 

so that we will be holy.”
5
  

 

The reason the Bible does not present divorce as the solution to 

marriage problems is because it doesn’t solves the problems that 

led up to it. “Divorce changes relationships, situations, and 

locations, but it doesn’t change the heart.”
6
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3. God can give you the necessary grace to walk the road of 

discipleship in your marriage.  

 

It’s possible for you to find your identity and solace in Christ in 

such a way that you can live a faithful witness to your spouse 

and a faithful life of worship before God. It’s possible that God 

an so change your heart that you can love your spouse regardless 

of how they seem not to love you. I am not suggesting that you 

should stay present in an abusive situation. But I’m saying that a 

hard marriage doesn’t have to end in divorce; and in fact, it may 

be the very means by which God purifies you and makes you 

holy so that your joy may be full. It’s my prayer that you will 

find the joy that God designed for marriage, but I am also 

thankful for those in this body who have chosen to stay in hard 

marriages because they have discovered that the power of God’s 

grace is greater and more satisfying than comfortable 

circumstances.  

 

c. Those already divorced  

 

I know that life can be complicated and very messy. And though 

your life has been marked by the pain of divorce I want to offer you 

some tremendous hope that this passage points us to.  

 

The reason marriage is so sacred and significant; the reason that God 

puts such high value on upholding His original intent and purpose for 

marriage is because He designed it to be a picture of an even greater 

reality. Marriage is meant to portray that God Himself is a covenant-

keeping God. His Son is the perfect groom for His bride the church. 

He always loves her; always forgives her; never forsakes or 

abandons her; never abuses her; is always patient and caring, 

protecting her; and He never, never, never breaks His covenant with 

her.
7
 The great news of the gospel is that though we may fail in our 

earthly commitments, God never fails in His covenant toward us. 

The good news of the gospel is that Jesus came to overcome our 
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hardness of heart and can heal and restore us as we walk with Him in 

renewed repentance and faith.  

 

Prayer: Thanks for God’s faithful, enduring love 


